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Back Left to right—Mrs Tukul Kaiku, Dr. Hane Nou Golu, Secretary for Education Dr. Uke Kombra, Deputy Chairlady Mrs. Prscilla 
Kare, Mr. Samson Wangihomie,  

From left to right -Mr. Paul Jagipa, Chairman Mr. Ambrose Kuselly, Minister for Education Hon. Joseph Yopyyopy and Director Gen-
eral Mr. Kakaito Kasi. 

THE 40th anniversary of the National Book Week was launched in Madang Province on the 3rd of August. The above picture is of 

a float that ended at the Madang Town Oval. Schools took part in a convoy of 20 vehicles that were decorated with the National 

Book Week posters and other decorations that promoted the 2020 National Book Week theme which is “Creating a Greater Ac-

cess to Information Through Libraries”. Inset is a picture of the Director-General, Mr. Kakaito Kasi and OLA staff  who celebrated 

the National Book Week with the cutting of a cake in Waigani, NCD.—More NBW stories on pages 6 & 7 

Madang schools 
get K100,000 

worth of books 

- Page 7 

SEOC and PLLSMA 
receive OLA   

Concept Brief 

- Page 3 

Hohola Public  

Library to be  

re-opened 

- Page 5 

NBW celebrates 40 years 



P A G E  2  

Independence message from the Director General 

LAST week I visited two small pri-

vate schools in the National  

Capital district. When I addressed 

the teachers and students, I 

gave them an analogy of trees. 

When you plant a tree you have 

to look after it. You must water it 

every day until it grows big and 

strong. The students are the 

young trees and it is the job of 

parents and teachers to water 

and nurture the trees until they 

grow big and strong.  

In turn when the trees are big 

they provide firewood, building 

materials and shade among oth-

ers.  

On the 45th Independence cele-

brations for Papua New Guinea 

my message to everyone is to 

contribute one way or another 

on how to play our part in help-

ing to develop this country. 

Small efforts will turn into big 

things if we are committed. Com-

mitment is important for this or-

ganisation and nation.  

Our forefathers have played their 

part, now it is our job to move it 

forward so we help our forefa-

ther’s dreams become a reality. 

Our libraries must be digitized 

and easily accessible to all.   

When all our children in this coun-

try have a book in their hands 

than we know we are doing 

something right. 

Shame on you if you are getting 

paid but are not in the office 

working. All must contribute to 

the development of this country 

and must be committed to move 

this organization forward. 

Do not see new staff as a threat 

to you, rather see it as a chal-

lenge on how you can better 

perform your duties.  

I want this organization to be 

transformed. Change comes 

with time….not overnight. 

I challenge you to leave a lega-

cy behind. We must be a story 

that they are going to tell. Write 

a book – All of us! Editing and 

publishing books is a sleeping gi-

ant. In the near future, we will be 

editing and publishing books for 

the people of this country. When 

I took office there were 48 staff 

today we have 147 staff and we 

will have 601 by 2025. 

I am looking at introducing a lot 

of cost saving measures like em-

ploying our own security guards, 

plumbers, carpenters etc. 

I am proud to say the 10 year 

plan has taken off, but we still 

need to pick up in a lot of areas. 

Next year we must focus on ca-

pacity building ….we must never 

forget those that helped push us 

forward. Give respect where it is 

due and you must take care of 

your families because they are 

very important. 

Director General— Mr.Kakaito Kasi 

IMPORTANT DATES …. 
IINTERNATIONAL WORLD TEACHERS DAY October 5th 

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR NATURAL DISASTER 
REDUCTION 

October 11th 

UNIVERSAL CHILDREN’S DAY November 20th  

WORLD AIDS DAY Dovember 1st 

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR DISABLED PERSONS December 3rd 

HUMAN RIGHTS DAY December 10th 

NATIONAL LIBRARY OPENING 
HOURS 

  

Days Time 

Monday - Thursday 9am – 5pm 

Friday 9am – 4pm 

Saturday - Sunday 9am – 2pm 

“I challenge you to leave a 

legacy behind. We must 

be a story that they are 

going to tell. Write a book 

– All of us!” 
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DG presents building concept to SEOC, PLLSMA 

DIRECTOR General for the Office 

of Libraries and Archives Mr. Ka-

kaito Kasi last month attended 

the Senior Education Officer’s 

Conference in Wewak, East Sepik 

Province and the PLLSMA meet-

ing in Lae, Morobe Province. 

Mr. Kasi when presenting a con-

cept brief of the Office of Librar-

ies & Archives to both meetings 

called for support from the pro-

vincial and national government 

to provide land and financial 

support to build the 22 provincal 

libraries and archives infrastruc-

ture in all the provinces in the 

country. 

―We want all provinces to sign 

MOU’s with the Office of Libraries 

& Archives so we know where 

they will come in to support this 

concept. 

―We will need support from prov-

inces for the allocation of land, 

funding of support staff, transport 

etc…‖ Mr. Kasi said. 

Mr. Kasi said, support from the 

Office of Libraries & Archives will 

come in the form of providing 

staff, technical assistance, train-

ing and teacher library programs. 

The Director General said this is so 

assistance can be further sought 

from other agencies and sources 

to set up libraries and archives in 

all the provinces. The proposed 

infrastructure for the library and 

archives buildings will have a caf-

eteria and outdoor study facilities 

where people can meet and 

study. Mr. Kasi said the building 

itself is designed to be user friend-

ly and spacious and it will provide 

free WiFi to all users. 

He said the total cost of the infra-

structure including the furniture 

and amenities will cost K3m for 

each provincial library and ar-

chives throughout the country. 

The K3million covers the cost of 

the furnishings and everything 

that can be found inside. 

An artists’ impression of the provincial library & archives infrastructure that was presented  to SEOC and PLLSMA. 



Kamuti Mobile Library to be launched 
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THE Kamuti Mobile Library  will be 

launched this month to promote 

the concept of mobile libraries in 

the National Capital District. 

Director General Mr. Kakaito Kasi  

when announcing this said the 

mobile library concept is a library 

on wheels that will provide library 

services to schools in the National 

Capital District.  

Mr. Kasi said the Mobile Library is 

in line with the National Library 

and Archives ten (10) year Strate-

gic Plan which is to improve the 

quality of education by providing 

access to quality information to 

all. The mobile library will be 

called the Kamuti Mobile Library 

after the National Library’s long 

serving and most dedicated staff 

Mr. Francis Kamuti. 

Francis, as everyone calls him, is 

the supervisor for all office at-

tendants  in the Office of Libraries 

and Archives. Though Francis lives 

in Sabama, he clocks in at 

6.30am every morning and is al-

ways the last to leave the office.  

Francis began his long career 

with the  Ela Beach Public Library 

in  March 13, 1976  at the tender 

age of 16.   

This cheerful and lively man, hails 

from Ambum Kompiam in Wa-

bag Province and is married with 

4 children.  This year Francis 

clocked 44 years serving the Na-

tional Library and the Govern-

ment of PNG.   Francis is thinking 

of retiring soon and has big plans 

to return to his village to build a 

library for Naiepelam Primary 

School in his village.  

 
EXAM DATES 

 Grade 10 Lower Secondary School Exam 

           Monday 19th—Friday 23rd October 

 Grade 12 Upper Secondary Exam 

         October Monday 26th—Friday 30th  

 Grade 8 Certificate of Basic Exams 

            November 9th—Thursday 12th         

LEFT: A bookshelf in the Kamuti Mobile Library in preparation for the launching. RIGHT: Long serving staff of the National Library 

Mr. Francis Kamuti. BELOW: The bus that has been turned into a Mobile Library. 



IN line with the Government 

plans/policies and the National 

Library and Archives 10 year Stra-

tegic Plan the Hohola Public Li-

brary will be opened this month 

to the public and the community 

in the National Capital District. 

The Hohola Public Library will be 

named the Mary Kairu Warus Li-

brary in honour of the late Mary 

Warus who worked at the Nation-

al Library and who at one time 

was the librarian in charge of the 

Hohola Public Library. 

In the 10 year Strategic Plan OLA 

plans to re-establish and revive all 

the provincial, district and school 

libraries/archives throughout the 

country. 

Support is being sought from the 

provinces to  sign MOUs with the 

Office of Libraries & Archives  so that by 2025 all provinces, districts 

and schools will enjoy a greater 

access to information through 

libraries and archives services. 

A SHORT 2-day capacity 

building workshop was 

conducted to develop 

policy guidelines for the 

Mobile Library and the 

Staff Attendance and 

safety Policy guidelines . 

The workshop was run by 

the Acting Assistant Direc-

tor for Provincial Libraries 

Mr. Joseph Logha and the 

Acting Assistant Director 

for HR and Policy Mr. Ed-

die Sarufa. 

The workshop covered 

basic policy developing 

guidelines for all the assis-

tant directors. 

ABOVE: Staff preparing the Hohola Public Library for its opening this month. 
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Hohola Public Library to be re-opened 

 
 
 
NATIONAL LIBRARY OPENING 
HOURS 

  

Days Time 

Monday - Thursday 9am – 5pm 

Friday 9am – 4pm 

Saturday - Sunday 9am – 2pm 

Workshop held for policy development 



NBW Madang pictorial 

Students from Riwo leading the delegation to the main arena for the opening 
Jomba Primary School student Matut Tropu presenting a claypot to the 

Director for Library Services Mr. Robert Yalip. 

Part of the NBW Committee that were in Madang for the launching A school with a huge book and students all dressed up during the float 

School children pose with their NBW poster 
Amberina Primary School children during a drama at the closing of the 

NBW in Madang 
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NBW 40th Anniversary 

launched in Madang 

OLA presents  

K100,000 worth 

of books to 

Madang schools 
CREATING a greater access to infor-

mation through libraries was the 2020 

National Book Week theme which was 

launched in Madang Province. 

The launching of the National Book 

Week was held at Sagalau Primary 

School where parents, teachers and 

students of schools in the Madang dis-

trict gathered. A traditional dance 

from the Riwo  Primary School students 

and a parade from the school chil-

dren welcomed the national and pro-

vincial delegation. 

After a word of prayer, the program of 

the day began with speeches from 

dignitaries and presentations from 

schools. The presentations were cen-

tered on the importance of books 

and reading.  

Second Secretary and representative 

of the Minister for Education Mr. Im-

manuel Nassam when presenting his 

speech on behalf of the Education 

Minister Hon. Joseph Yopyyopy said 

the Marape/Steven government has 

education at heart and believes that 

prioritizing education is the only way 

to take back PNG. 

Mr. Nassam said the Minister has given 

autonomy to the Office of Libraries 

and Archives to run their own adminis-

trative affairs and commended the 

Director General Mr. Kakaito Kasi for 

his solid leadership in taking the Office 

of Libraries and Archives to the next 

level.   

He said, the minister is pushing for the 

library and archives services develop-

ment to all provinces in the country. 

The Provincial Education Advisor for 

Madang Province, Mr. John Sigara 

while thanking OLA for choosing 

Madang Province said that a library 

service is one of the major needs in 

the province. 

Mr. Sigara said Madang Province has 

dropped in terms of education stand-

ards and the development of a pro-

vincial public library and archives ser-

vices will be a big help to the students 

and the general public to learn and 

explore through books. 

Mr Sigara said the proposal for library 

development in the province has al-

ready been done and Madang will 

be the first province to send in the 

proposal. 

In support, the Acting Provincial Ad-

ministrator of the province Mr. Markus 

Kachau said Madang has the largest 

number of languages in the country 

and it is important that a library be set 

up in the province.  

He quoted a statement made by the 

Prime Minister during his visit to Bogia 

the previous week saying that ―Every 

school must have a school library in 

order to boost the learning standard 

of our citizens. 

Various schools in Madang celebrat-

ed NBW in their schools by writing es-

says, short stories, posters, dramas, 

songs and dances. 

Director for Library Ser-

vices Mr. Robert Yalip on 

behalf of the Director 

General of the Office of 

Library & Archives Mr. 

Kakaito Kasi presented 

K100,000 worth of books 

to schools in Madang 

Province. 

Sixteen Elementary and 

Primary schools received 

K5,000 worth of books 

each while Good Shep-

pherd Secondary School 

and Tusbab Secondary 

School received K10,000 

worth of books each. 

Mr. Yalip also told the 

schools about the kina 

for kina policy where 

schools can purchase 

books from the National 

Library and urged all 

schools in the country to 

allocate funds for library 

books  and allow stu-

dents to access libraries 

in the schools. 

As a token of apprecia-

tion Jomba Primary 

School student Matut 

Tropu presented a clay 

pot to Mr. Yalip to thank 

him and commemorate 

the 40th anniversary of 

the National Book Week 

in PNG. 
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THE theme of the National Ar-

chives Week this year was 

―Empowering Knowledge socie-

ties. 

In a small gathering to commem-

orate the day the Director Gen-

eral for OLA Mr. Kakaito Kasi said, 

―It is both a challenge to us and 

to our family, our people and our 

country that we need to ensure 

that our people are literate, edu-

cated and have a greater ac-

cess to information in archives 

and libraries to empower our 

knowledge to make the right 

choice and improve our quality 

of life.‖ 

He said, through the International 

Archives Week we can: 

 Raise awareness among the 

public on the importance of 

records and archives in order 

to make it understood that 

archives and records provide 

the foundation for their rights 

and identity. 

 Raise the awareness of senior 

decision makers in the gov-

ernment and bureaucracy of 

the benefits of records man-

agement for good govern-

ance and development. 

 Raise the private and public 

sector awareness of the ne-

cessity of preserving archives 

for the long term and of 

providing access to them. 

 Promote and bring to the at-

tention of the larger public, 

unique, extraordinary and 

rare documents preserved in 

archival institutions. 

Mr. Kasi said, OLA is in the process 

of establishing provincial archives 

PNG for  people in the provinces 

to have access to records and 

archives kept here at the Nation-

al Archives  and at the same time 

encourage government and stat-

utory bodies on the importance 

of good record keeping to en-

sure good governance, transpar-

ency and accountability. 

Our community obligation is to 

collaborate in partnership with 

provincial government authori-

ties, community based organisa-

tions and the private sector to 

develop and establish libraries 

and archives towards our com-

mon goal and that is building a 

knowledge society as per our Na-

tional Library and Archives Plan 

2016—2025. 

   

Days Time 

Monday - Friday 8:30am – 3:30pm 

Saturday - Sunday Closed 

Public Holidays Closed 

REFERENCE/RESEARCH ROOM OPENING HOURS 

Bid to empower knowledge societies 

OLA staff Mr. Jonathan Eric and Mr. Peter Brian taking a look at the displays during 

the International Archives Day. 
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OLA Boosts staff strength to 147 
THE Office of Libraries & 

Archives has welcomed 

additional officers 

bringing the number of 

staff to   147. 

Director General 

Mr.Kakaito Kasi when 

addressing staff said 

when he first took office 

there were only 48 staff. 

Today OLA has a staff 

strength of 147. 

Mr. Kasi said in line with 

the National Library and 

Archives 10 year Strate-

gic Plan, OLA should 

have 601 staff by 2025. 

Among the new staff is 

Mr. Joseph Logha who 

has been appointed as 

the Assistant Director for 

Provincial Libraries. Mr. 

Logha comes with a 

wealth of knowledge  

and 26 years of experi-

ence in the Education 

sector. 

Also appointed as the 

Assistant Director for 

Policy, ICT & HR is Mr. 

Eddie Sarufa. Mr. Sarufa 

who hails from the Gulf 

Province also has 31 

years of experience in 

the Education sector.  

Mr. Mou Sisima was also 

recently appointed as 

the Assistant Director for 

Provincial Archives. 

Two more members 

sworn into OLA Board 

THE Constitutional Law and 

Reform Committee last 

month presented two cop-

ies each of all law & Reform  

Commission publications to 

the National Library. The 

publications  are in reports , 

monographs,  Issues Paper 

etc. 

As stipulated in the Library & 

Archives Act, all publishers 

and/or distributors of books 

must deposit two copies of 

any materials relating to Pa-

pua New Guinea and its re-

sources to the PNG collec-

tions in the National Library 

before releasing a publica-

tion for sale, lease or free 

distribution to the public.  

A person who fails to comply 

can be fined a penalty not 

exceeding K5,000. 

CLRC and staff of the National Library posing with the publications 

CLRC deposits publications  

Mr. Joseph Logha Mr. Eddie Sarufa Mr. Mou Sisima 

Two more members of the Office of Librar-

ies and Archives Board were sworn into 

office in last month. 

The new members are Mr. Richard Mandui 

(left) from the Department of Correctional 

Services and Mr. Leva Gavuri from the 

Teaching Services Commission. 

Pictured below are Mr. Mandui and Mr. Gavuri 

taking their oath during their swearing in. 



P O Box 734 

Waigani, NCD 

E-mail: Sanita_Waiut@education.gov.pg 

 :  Elsie_Niru@education.gov.pg 

OLA VISION: Provide easy ac-

cess to information for nation 

building through a central infor-

mation management system. 

MISSION: Deliver efficient librar-

ies, archives and records ser-

vices in PNG. 

GOAL: To provide library and 

archival services to the general 

public through efficient struc-

tures, sound policies, effective 

processes and systems to en-

hance knowledge develop-

ment for nation building. 

The National Library Service 

major functions are stipulated 

in the National Library and Ar-

chives Act 1993.  

The Act established the Office 

of Libraries and Archives and 

made provision in respect of 

specific functions and responsi-

bilities of the Office and of the 

National Library Service and 

the National Archives and Pub-

lic Records Services.  

The National Library Service is 

responsible for the develop-

ment of library and information 

services nation-wide.  

Office of Libraries & Archives 
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POOR personal financial man-

agement has an adverse impact 

to work performance.  

Thus,  a financial literacy training  

was organised in anticipation of 

a life-long solution to the problem 

that began affecting work perfor-

mance at this work place.  

The urgent need for this training 

was brought before the sitting of 

the Senior Management Commit-

tee who approved the training. 

The training was facilitated by Mr 

Tiri Kuimbakul and the core focus 

in this training, was ―to empower 

people to create wealth ethically 

and legally through financial Edu-

cation”. This, of course was very 

relevant to most financial illit-

erates. 

Mr Chris Meti, Director Archives 

stood in for Director Library Ser-

vices, Mr Robert Yalip to make 

introductory remarks. This was fol-

lowed by the external trainer, Mr 

Tiri Kuimbakul who gave a 

speech, making highlights of the 

content of his training with its pur-

pose so as to motivate the whole 

staff which was very interesting. 

The Director General of OLA, Mr 

Kakaito Kasi highlighted the signif-

icance of the financial training 

which would have positive im-

pact on the individual officers 

concerned at the work place. 

Finally, Mr Kasi officially opened 

the two days training to proceed. 

Financial training to empower staff 

Assistant Director for Public Records Ms.Vicky Puipui and Assistant Director for Rec-

ords & Repositories Mrs. Lien Erepe during the training.  


